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Good morning/afternoon/evening.  I am …………….. from Ulster Marketing Surveys and
we are carrying out a survey for Queen’s University about the attitudes of men and women
towards society today. You should already have received a letter like this.

First of all, I have a few questions about issues pertaining to women.

SHOW CARD A
Q1 For the following statements, please say whether you agree or disagree.

Strongly
agree Agree Neither Disagree

Strongly
disagree

Don’t
know

Attempts to give equal
opportunities to women
have gone too far

1 2 3 4 5 6

Women themselves should
make a special effort to
overcome sex
discrimination

1 2 3 4 5 6

SHOW CARD B
Q2a In general, the women’s movement seeks to raise women’s status in various ways.

People, men as well as women, may agree with some of its opinions or demands
while disagreeing with others.  On a scale of 1 to 10, where 1 means “not at all”,
and 10 means “completely”, how much do you agree or disagree with the opinions
and demands of the “women’s movement”?

NOT AT ALL 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 COMPLETELY

IF MALE, READ OUT …
“Similarly, a man who agrees strongly with the opinions and demands of the women’s
movement could call himself a feminist”

ASK ALL
Q2b Would you describe yourself as a Feminist?

Yes 1
No 2
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ASK ALL
Q3 Do you agree or disagree with the following statements?

Strongly
agree Agree Neither Disagree

Strongly
disagree

Don’t
know

In general, women suffer from
discrimination against them at work 1 2 3 4 5 6

If there are lay-offs at work, the
women should go before the
married men

1 2 3 4 5 6

If women are under-represented at
a place of work, they should be
appointed/promoted in preference
to men

1 2 3 4 5 6

Women are by nature happiest
when making a home and caring
for children

1 2 3 4 5 6

In general, men are more suited by
upbringing for jobs that have a
great deal of responsibility

1 2 3 4 5 6

Employers of women with children
should provide day care facilities 1 2 3 4 5 6

It is ridiculous for a woman to do a
“man’s work” like coal mining 1 2 3 4 5 6

SHOW CARD D
Q4 Where would you place yourself on a ten-point scale where "1" means that the

government should do nothing special and "10" means that it should do everything
possible to improve the social and economic position of women?

NOTHING 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 EVERYTHING
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SHOW CARD E
Q5a Which of these characteristics, if any, do you consider to be “typical” for a Feminist?

Any others? CODE ALL THAT APPLY

Q5b And which do you consider to be “untypical” for a Feminist?
Any others?

Q5a  Typical Q5b  Untypical
Honest
Principled
Man-hating
Ambitious
Ability to compromise
Approachable
Practical
Caring
Political
Ability to lead
Strong religious faith
Ruthless
Hard working
Sexist
Values the family
Self-discipline
Confidence
None of these

Now may we ask some specific questions about your work?
Q6a First, are you presently:

In full-time employment (30 hours/week or more) 1
In part-time employment (less than 30 hours/week) 2
Unemployed and receiving benefit 3
Unemployed but not receiving benefit 4
A housewife/househusband 5
Retired 6
Other (e.g. full-time student, disabled etc) SPECIFY
………………………………………………………………….. 7

Please tell me the exact title of the main job you do/did.
(IF NOT PRESENTLY EMPLOYED, ASK ABOUT THE LAST JOB HELD)

Please describe what you do/did in this job

ASK FOR PRESENT/LAST JOB
Q6b In this job are/were you:

An employee/no staff responsibility 1
A manager/executive 2
Proprietor with employees 3
Self-employed/No employees 4
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FOR ALL MARRIED OR “WITH PARTNER”. OTHERS TO Q8
Q7 Please tell me if your spouse/partner is present:

In full-time employment (30 hours/week or more) 1
In part-time employment (less than 30 hours/week) 2
Unemployed and receiving benefit 3
Unemployed but not receiving benefit 4
A housewife/househusband 5
Retired 6
Other (e.g. full-time student, disabled etc) SPECIFY
………………………………………………………………….. 7

Please tell me the exact tittle of the main job they do/did.
(IF NOT PRESENTLY EMPLOYED, ASK ABOUT THE LAST JOB HELD)

Describe what they do/did in this job

ASK FOR PRESENT/LAST JOB
Q7b In this job is/was your spouse/partner … ?

An employee/no staff responsibility 1
A manager/executive 2
Proprietor with employees 3
Self-employed/No employees 4

ASK ALL IN FULL/PART TIME EMPLOYMENT. OTHERS GO TO Q10
Q8 If you lost your job and couldn’t find another one, would you be concerned or not

concerned?

Concerned 1
Not concerned 2 Go to Q10

SHOW CARD F
Q9 For which of these reasons would you be concerned?

CODE ALL THAT APPLY

Yes No
I/My family couldn’t manage unless I was earning 1 2
I like the stimulation of going out to work 1 2
Work makes me feel that I’m doing something useful 1 2
It is important to me to have the status of a job 1 2
None/no other 1 2

FOR ALL MARRIED OR WITH PARTNER. OTHERS TO Q11
SHOW CARD G

Q10 How do you and your partner organise the money that comes into your household?
Just call out the letter

D “Common pot” – partners pool all their money and each takes out what is needed 1
E “Allowance” – my spouse/partner manages all the money and gives me an allowance/share 2
F “Allowance” – I manage all the money and give my spouse/partner an allowance/share 3
G “Partial pool” – partners pool some of their money and keep the rest separate 4
H “Independent” – partners each keep their own money separate 5
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Q11 In general, would you say that people should obey the law without exception, or are
there exceptional circumstances when people could follow their consciences even if
it means breaking the law?

Obey the law without question 1
Follow conscience in exceptional circumstances 2

SHOW CARD H
Q12 From this card, do you think that discrimination on the grounds of

………………….(READ OUT) is a problem, nor not, in Northern Ireland?

Major problem
A bit of a
problem

Not really a
problem

No problem at
all Don’t know

Age 1 2 3 4 5
Sex 1 2 3 4 5
Religion 1 2 3 4 5
Social class 1 2 3 4 5
Being handicapped 1 2 3 4 5
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“WOMEN IN POLITICS” SECTION

This section is concerned with your opinions about the involvement of women in politics.
First …

A majority 1
About half 2
At least some 3
No definite proportion 4

Q13 About what proportion of senior government posts
(e.g. the Cabinet) should be held by women?

None 5

More women elected 1
Fewer women elected 2
About the same as now 3

Q14 Concerning women being elected to a national
assembly (e.g. MPs in Parliament), do you feel
that there should be …?

More women elected 1
Fewer women elected 2

Q15 Concerning women being elected to local
government, do you feel that there should be …?

About the same as now 3

A man 1
A woman 2
No difference 3

Q16 In general, would you have more confidence in a
man or a woman to represent your interests in
Parliament?

Strongly agree 1
Agree 2
Neither agree nor disagree 3
Disagree 4
Disagree strongly 5

Q17 SHOW CARD J
Do you agree or disagree with the following
statement?
“In general, things would improve if there were
more women in politics” Don’t know 6

Q18 SHOW CARD J AGAIN
Do you agree or disagree with the following explanations of why there are so few
women in politics?

Strongly
agree Agree Neither Disagree

Strongly
disagree

Don’t
know

In general, there is discrimination
against women in public life 1 2 3 4 5 6

Women don’t come forward to be
considered as candidates 1 2 3 4 5 6

A woman candidate will lose votes 1 2 3 4 5 6
Political parties don’t give women
the opportunity to enter politics 1 2 3 4 5 6

Women put their families above a
career in politics 1 2 3 4 5 6

Women don’t have the confidence
for politics 1 2 3 4 5 6

Women don’t have the right
experience for politics 1 2 3 4 5 6

Women aren’t interested in politics 1 2 3 4 5 6
Hours and working conditions of
politics suit men and not women 1 2 3 4 5 6
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SHOW CARD K
Q19a Of the characteristics on this list that a politician might possess, which ones would

you consider to be characteristic of a male politician rather than a female politician?
Any others?
CODE ALL THAT APPLY

Q19b And which ones would you consider to be characteristic of a female politician, rather
than a male politician? Any others?

Q19a  Male Q19b  Female
Honest
Principled
Ambitious
Ability to compromise
Corrupt
Approachable
Practical
Caring
Ability to lead
Strong religious faith
Ruthless
Hard working
Values the family
Respect for the environment
Self-discipline
Confidence
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INFORMAL POLITICAL ACTIVITIES SECTION

SHOW CARD L
Q20 Have you ever written a letter to a Member of Parliament?
Q21 Have you ever written a letter to another public official, such as a local councillor or

someone in the Civil Service?
Q22 Have you ever written a letter to a newspaper about a political issue??
Q23 Have you ever attended a local council meeting?
Q24 Have you ever attended any other sorts of public meetings, such as a

neighbourhood meeting about a local issue such as development, vandalism or
road safety?

Q25 Have you ever worked with others in ways that I haven’t mentioned to tackle local or
community problems?
IF AFFIRMATIVE
Could you please describe the sorts of things you have done?

Q26 Have you ever circulated a petition?
Q27 Regardless of cause, have you ever attended a lawful political demonstration or

rally?
Q28 Have you ever withheld your rates or rent payments or not paid taxes as a political

protest?
Q29 Have you ever occupied a building, blocked traffic or participated in an unofficial

strike as a form of political protest?

Never Once or twice Several times (or more)
Q20 1 2 3
Q21 1 2 3
Q22 1 2 3
Q23 1 2 3
Q24 1 2 3
Q25 1 2 3
Q26 1 2 3
Q27 1 2 3
Q28 1 2 3
Q29 1 2 3
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FORMAL POLITICAL ACTIVITIES SECTION

Now, I would like to ask you some questions about your interest and involvement in
politics.

Yes 1Q30 Did you vote in the last General Election?
No 2

Yes 1Q31 Did you vote in the last District Council Election?
No 2

Yes 1
No 2

Q32 Did you vote in the last European Parliament Election?

SHOW CARD M
Q33 If there was a General Election tomorrow, which party in Northern Ireland would you

vote for?

Alliance 1
DUP 2
Ulster Unionists 3
Other Unionists 4
SDLP 5
Sinn Fein 6
Workers Party 7
Conservative 8
Green Party 9
Other (SPECIFY) ………………………..

Go to Q36

None
Don’t know/Not sure
Refused

Ask Q34

Yes 1
No 2

Q34 Even if you don’t support a political party, would you think of
yourself as a little closer to one political party than the others?

IF YES, SHOW CARD M AGAIN
Q35 Which party would that be?

Alliance 1
DUP 2
Ulster Unionists 3
Other Unionists 4
SDLP 5
Sinn Fein 6
Workers Party 7
Conservative 8
Green Party 9
Other (SPECIFY) ………………………..
None
Don’t know/Not sure
Refused
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Q36 Could you tell me if you have ever done any of the following for a political party or
candidate?

Yes No
Contributed money to a political party or to a person's campaign for office (only real
political parties; exclude contributions to pressure groups, "one-off" issues, charities etc) 1 2

Helped out in some other way in an election (e.g. Sending out campaign literature,
canvassed for a candidate, taking voters to the polls, monitoring a polling station, putting
up posters, passing out leaflets, etc)

1 2

Helped with fundraising. 1 2
Helped with "paperwork" (e.g. kept minutes of meetings, typing, accounts and other
"clerical"-type office work) 1 2

Yes 1
No 2

Q37 Are you a member of a political party?

Refused 3
Go to Q41

  IF PARTY MEMBER
Yes 1
No 2

Q38 Did you join this party due to your views on a specific political
issue?

IF YES
Q39 What issue was this? RECORD VERBATIM

Yes 1
No 2

Q40 Have you ever stood for or been elected to a position in your
party?

ASK ALL: SHOW CARD M AGAIN
Q41 Which party in Northern Ireland do you feel best represents the interests of women?

Alliance 1
DUP 2
Ulser Unionists 3
Other Unionists 4
SDLP 5
Sinn Fein 6
Workers Party 7
Conservative 8
Green Party 9
Other (SPECIFY) ………………………..
Don’t know/Not sure
Refused

Yes 1
No 2

Q42 Have you ever considered running for, have run for, or been
elected or appointed to, a public office?

Q43 Please tell me the name of your local MP.  WRITE IN NAME

Q44a Please tell me the name of your local electoral ward
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Q44b Please tell me the name of your local councillors for this ward.  WRITE IN NAME

Q45 How many women MPs are there in the House of Commons at Westminster?

SHOW CARD N
Q46 If you lived in Great Britain and there was a General Election tomorrow, which party

would you vote for?

Conservative 1
Labour 2
Liberal Democrat 3
Green Party 4
Other (SPECIFY) …………………. 5
None/Wouldn’t vote 6
Don’t know 7

SHOW CARD O
Q47a Which of the following, in general, would you consider to be desirable

characteristics of a politician?  Any others? CODE ALL THAT APPLY

Q47b And which of these would you consider to be undesirable?  Any others?

Q47a  Desirable Q47b  Undesirable
Ambitious
Ability to compromise
Strong religious faith
Ruthless
Believes in equality between the sexes
Respect for the environment
Strong leader

SHOW CARD P
Q48 Now, please look at this list and tell me what you think are the characteristics

necessary for a successful politician in Northern Ireland.
Any others?  CODE ALL THAT APPLY

Yes No
Honest 1 2
Principled 1 2
Ambitious 1 2
Ability to compromise 1 2
Approachable 1 2
Practical 1 2
Caring 1 2
Ability to lead 1 2
Strong religious faith 1 2
Ruthless 1 2
Hard working 1 2
Values the family 1 2
Believes in equality between the sexes 1 2
Self-discipline 1 2
Respect for the environment 1 2
Confidence 1 2
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VOLUNTARY ASSOCIATIONS SECTION

Trade unions
Now I would like to ask some questions concerning your opinion of trade unions and, if you
are a member of a trade union or staff association, your involvement in it.

Yes 1
No 2

Q49 Should more female workers join trade unions?

Don’t know 3

Yes, always 1
Yes, but only if the majority of the
workers are women 2

No 3

Q50 Are women suited to lead trade unions?

Don’t know 4

IF NEVER IN EMPLOYMENT GO TO Q63
Yes 1Q51 Have you ever gone on strike?
No 2

Yes 1Q52 Have you ever stood on a picket line?
No 2

IF RESPONDENT IS NOT WORKING AT PRESENT, ASK THE “ACTIVITY”
QUESTIONS BELOW FOR THE LAST FULL-TIME JOB THEY HELD

Q53 Have you ever approached a union or staff association official about any of the
following matters?

Yes No
Child-minding of worker’s children 1 1
Sexual harassment at work 2 2
Discrimination at work against women 3 3
Religious discrimination at work 4 4
Getting leave to care for sick relatives or children 5 5
Flexi-time or altering work hours 6 6

Q54 Have you ever approached your employer or work supervisor about any of the
following matters?

Yes No
Child-minding of worker’s children 1 2
Sexual harassment at work 1 2
Discrimination at work against women 1 2
Religious discrimination at work 1 2
Getting leave to care for sick relatives or children 1 2
Flexi-time or altering work hours 1 2

Union 1
Staff Association 2

Q55 In your last or present full-time job were you a
member of a trade union or staff association?

Neither 3 Go to Q57a

Q55c Please name this union or staff association.
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SHOW CARD O
Q56 For what reasons did you join a trade union or staff association?

CODE ALL THAT APPLY

Yes No
To improve general working conditions (e.g. safety or health) 1 2
To improve pay or promotion prospects 1 2
Job security 1 2
As a matter of principle (e.g. working people should join a union) 1 2
Because of a specific grievance against my employer 1 2
The union works to improve to position of women 1 2
Fellow workers encouraged me to join 1 2
Family reasons (e.g. spouse wanted me to join) 1 2

NOW GO TO Q58

Yes 1
No 2 Go to Q63

Q57a At your last or present job, is or was there a
union or staff association that you could join?

SHOW CARD R
Q57b For what reasons did you not join a trade union?

CODE ALL THAT APPLY

Yes No
I object to unions on principle 1 2
Union subscription is/was too high 1 2
I couldn’t see any practical reasons for joining (e.g. better pay, promotion
prospects or job security)

1 2

Part-time workers weren’t recruited by the union 1 2
The union was too involved in political issues 1 2
Because of a fear of victimisation from my employer 1 2
The union or association did little to improve the position of women 1 2
Family reasons (e.g. time commitments, spouse didn’t want me to join etc.) 1 2
The union is organised by and for men 1 2

NOW GO TO Q63

Always 1 Go to Q60
Often 2
Occasionally 3

Q58 How often do you attend meetings of the local
branch of your union?

Never 4
Continue

SHOW CARD S
Q59 Which of the following are reasons for your not attending?

CODE ALL THAT APPLY

Yes No
Not interested/find them boring 1 2
Don’t’ know of meetings 1 2
Inconvenient times (e.g. lunchtimes, evenings) 1 2
Family commitments (e.g. no creche facilities) 1 2
Social engagements 1 2
Can’t get time off work to go to union meetings 1 2
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Yes 1
No 2

Q60 Have you ever voted in a union or staff association election or
meeting?

Yes 1
No 2

Q61 Have you ever put forward a proposal or motion at a union or
staff association meeting?

Yes 1
No 2

Q62 Have you ever held any union or staff association office, e.g.
shop steward, branch committee member?

Church involvement
Now, may I ask you some questions about your church involvement?

Q63 How often do you usually attend church or religious services?

Daily 1
Weekly or several times a week 2
Monthly or several times a month 3
A few times a year or else 4
Never 5

IF PARENT. OTHERS TO Q65a
Take 1
Send 2

Q64 Do/did you regularly send or take your children to church or
religious services?

Neither 3

Yes 1
No 2

Q65a Are you involved in any church-based voluntary
organisations?

IF YES
Q65b Could you name them? RECORD VERBATIM

Q66 Do you agree or disagree that churches should do more to further the interests of
women?

Strongly agree 1
Agree 2
Neither 3
Disagree 4
Strongly disagree 5
Don’t know 6
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SHOW CARD T
Q67 Which of these, if any, best applies to your own religious persuasion? Just call out

the letter
A Baptist
B Buddhist
C Church of Ireland
D Free Presbyterian
E Hindu
F Humanist
G Jewish
H Methodist
I Muslim
J Presbyterian
K Roman Catholic
L Other Protestant (SPECIFY) ………………..
M Other (SPECIFY) ………………
N No religion

Refused

Charitable work
And now, some questions about charitable work.

Yes 1
No 2

Q68 Do you donate money to charity (i.e., more than just putting a
few coins in a collection box)?

Yes 1
No 2

Q69 Have you ever been involved in an unpaid, voluntary capacity
in supporting or helping a charity?

Yes 1
No 2

Q70 Have you ever worked in a paid capacity for a charity (e.g. as
an ACE worker)?

Yes 1 Continue
No 2 Go to Q74

Q71 Are you currently involved in any charitable
work?

Paid 1Q72 Is this paid or unpaid work?
Unpaid 2

Q73 With which charities are you currently involved? RECORD VERBATIM

OTHER TYPES OF VOLUNTARY ACTIVITIES
May I now ask some questions about other types of voluntary activities that you may be
involved in?

ASK OF PARENTS WITH CHILDREN IN SCHOOL.  OTHERS GO TO Q76a
Yes 1
No 2

Q74 Are you currently involved with any groups or organisations
associated with your children's school(s)?

Q75 Please tell me what these are.  RECORD VERBATIM
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ASK ALL, MEN AND WOMEN
Yes 1
No 2

Q76a Are you currently involved with any "women's" or feminist groups?

IF YES
Q76b Which ones? RECORD VERBATIM

Yes 1
No 2

Q77a Are you currently involved with any groups or organisations that
are concerned with environmental issues or protecting the
countryside (e.g. The National Trust, Greenpeace, or other
conservation or wildlife protection organisations?

IF YES
Q77b Which ones? RECORD VERBATIM

Yes 1
No 2

Q78a Are you currently involved with any "pressure groups" (e.g. Child
Poverty Action Group, Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament,
Gingerbread, Consumers' Association, All Children Together etc)?

IF YES
Q78b Which ones? RECORD VERBATIM

Yes 1
No 2

Q79a Aside from trade unions, are you currently involved with, or a
member of, any groups or organisations associated with your
work?

IF YES
Q79b Which ones? RECORD VERBATIM

Yes 1
No 2

Q80a Are you currently involved with any other voluntary groups or
organisations that I have not already asked about?

IF YES
Q80b What are the names of these groups or organisations? RECORD VERBATIM

IF WITH PARTNER. OTHERS GO TO Q82a
Yes 1
No 2

Q81a Is your spouse/partner involved in voluntary or political activities
like those we have asked about?

IF YES
Q81b Could you please name the groups or organisations they are involved in?

RECORD VERBATIM
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ASK ALL
Yes 1 Continue
No 2 Go to Q84

Q82a When you lived in your parent's or guardian's home,
was anyone involved in voluntary or political activities
like those we have asked about?

Q82b Could you name the groups or organisations they were involved in?
RECORD VERBATIM

Q83 Who in your parental home was involved in these groups or organisations?
CODE ALL THAT APPLY

Yes No
Mother 1 2
Father 1 2
Brother(s) 1 2
Sister(s) 1 2
Other relative(s) 1 2

LEVEL OF INVOLVEMENT IN VOLUNTARY ASSOCIATIONS OR POLITICAL PARTIES

FOR THOSE WHO HAVE OR HAVE HAD CHILDREN. OTHERS GO TO Q87
Q84 How much difference has bringing up children made to your opportunities to be

involved in political and other voluntary activities?

Helped a lot 1
Helped a little 2

Go to Q85

No effect 3 Go to Q87
Hindered a little 4
Hindered a lot 5

Go to Q86

IF “HELPED” SHOW CARD U
Q85 How has bringing up a family helped you to become involved in voluntary or political

activities?   Rank the two most important reasons, giving the most important a "1",
the second most important a "2".

Having children gave me a greater feeling of social commitment beyond that for my own
family
Practical problems in bringing up a family motivated me to become involved in
voluntary/political activities
My children wanted me to be involved in voluntary/political activities
My children have helped out in the household and given me more time for voluntary/political
activities
My children’s interests and activities drew me into voluntary activities

NOW GO TO Q87
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IF “HINDERED” SHOW CARD V
Q86 How has bringing up a family hindered you in becoming involved in voluntary or

political activities?   Rank the two most important reasons, giving the most important
a "1", the second most important a "2".
My children gave me less of a feeling of social commitment beyond that for my own family
The need to devote time to my children gave me less time for voluntary/political activities
The increased amount of housework in a family with children gave me less time or energy
for voluntary/political activities
I had to work to meet the cost of bringing up family and had less time or energy for
voluntary/political activities
I was worried about the personal danger to me or my family if I was involved in less time or
energy for voluntary/political activities in Northern Ireland
My children disliked my being involved in voluntary/political activities

ASK ALL
Q87 Of all the groups and organisations which we have been discussing (including

political parties) in which one are you most involved?
(“Most involved” is up to the judgement of respondent. it could be based upon the
organisation to which the most time is devoted, the highest level of support or just
that which respondent feels most committed to)
RECORD VERBATIM. (IF NOT INVOLVED IN ANY, GO TO Q100)

SHOW CARD W
Q88 Concerning (………..…. ORGANISATION MENTIONED AT Q87), which of these

would best describe your level of support?

I generally agree with the goals of the organisation, but do not
play an active role in it 1

I am in the organisation and sometimes contribute time or
money to help it 2

I am active in the organisation and regularly contribute time to
help further its aims 3

Go to Q90

I either hold an office, help make decisions or direct others who
work in the organisation 4 Continue

IF YES TO “4”
Q89 Is your involvement in these "organising duties" at …

The “grassroots” level, helping organise or direct others but not making big decisions 1
The “middle” level, but not one of the people at the top 2
The top or in the head office, playing a part in important decisions of policy 3

Q90 Please tell me the number of organisations mentioned
previously in which you currently held office

Q91 Over the years, has the amount of time you devote to the organisations mentioned
previously …

Increased 1 Go to Q92
Decreased 2 Go to Q93
Remained about the same 3 Go to Q94
Increased for some organisations and decreased for others 4 Go to Q92 and Q93



Women and Political Participation in Northern Ireland

19

IF “INCREASED” OR “INCREASED FOR SOME” SHOW CARD X
Q92 Which of the following would be the most important reasons for this increase?

CODE ALL THAT APPLY

Yes No
I have more confidence in myself than earlier 1 2
I have more time at my disposal 1 2
I have more experience now 1 2
Family reasons 1 2
Job/professional reasons 1 2
I value the work of the organisation more highly now 1 2
I was asked to do more 1 2

ASK Q93

IF AMOUNT OF TIME HAS “DECREASED” OR “DECREASED FOR SOME”
(CODES 2 OR 4 AT Q91) SHOW CARD Y

Q93 Which of the following would be the reasons for this decrease?
CODE ALL THAT APPLY

Yes No
I have less confidence in myself than earlier 1 2
I have less time at my disposal 1 2
I have developed other interests in the meantime 1 2
Tensions 1 2
I did not enjoy my previous activities in the organisations 1 2
Family reasons 1 2
Women do not play an equal role in organisation 1 2
I value the work of the organisation less now 1 2

ASK ALL.  SHOW CARD Z
Q94 From this card, please tell me the two most important reasons for your involvement.

CODE “1” BESIDE THE MOST IMPORTANT REASON AND A “2” BESIDE THE
SECOND MOST IMPORTANT.

In a democracy, everyone has a duty to take on civic responsibilities
One has a responsibility to future generations
People should devote part of their free time to socially useful activities
As a Christian, I have a duty/commitment to help others
The government can’t be expected to take care of everything
My involvement gives me a feeling of personal satisfactions
To embarrass the government into fulfilling its public obligations
In order to influence political decisions, people must involve themselves in public life
Because of the women’s movement/feminism
No one else would do it

Yes 1
No 2

Q95 Do you think that the goals and activities of these voluntary
organisations have something to do with politics?

Yes 1
No 2

Q96 Do you think that the work you do personally in these
organisations/groups has something to do with politics?
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Yes 1
No 2

Q97 Excluding women's organisations, in general are people in your
organisation(s) or group(s) sometimes disadvantaged or
discriminated against on the basis of their sex?

SHOW CARD AA
Q98 In which of these ways have you changed through your involvement in the

organisation(s) or group(s)?
CODE ALL THAT APPLY

Yes No
I have become more critical of ‘officialdom’ 1 2
I have become more tolerant and ready to accept compromise 1 2
I have changed my political views 1 2
I have a broader knowledge of society 1 2
I have become more interested in politics 1 2
I am more effective in groups and committees 1 2
My political views have been strengthened 1 2
I am more aware of the difficulties of changing things 1 2

ASK OF MARRIED OR “WITH PARTNERS”. OTHERS TO Q100
Very positive 1
Rather positive 2
Indifferent 3
Rather negative 4

Q99 What is the attitude of your spouse/partner to your
involvement in the organisation(s)/group(s)?

Very negative 5

CHILD REARING SECTION

ASK ONLY OF THOSE WHO HAVE OR HAVE HAD CHILDREN AGED 4 OR
OVER. OTHERS TO Q103a
Next, we would like to ask a number of questions about child-rearing.

Q100 At what age would you allow your children to watch programmes or videos of the
following types?

0-3 4-7 8-10 11-13 14-16 17+
Not at

any age
Programmes with a strong political bias
that you do not agree with 1 2 3 4 5 6 7

The local and national news 1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Programmes or films that have a violent
content. 1 2 3 4 5 6 7

Programmes or films that have an 'adult'
content. 1 2 3 4 5 6 7

Yes 1
No 2

Q101 Have you encouraged your children to join youth groups, school
societies, party organisations for young people, or other similar
organisations?

Q102 Do, or did, you try to get your children to share your own:

Yes, try very much Yes, try a little Never try
Religious opinions? 1 2 3
Views about sexual equality 1 2 3
Political point of view 1 2 3
Views about sexual behaviour 1 2 3
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    ASK ALL
Yes 1
No 2 Go to Q104a

Q103a Many people can think of persons that they have
known personally who have been especially important
in affecting how they now think and feel about politics.
In your case, can you think of people who have been
particularly important in forming your political opinion?

Q103b Could you tell me who they were?
Please don’t give us their names but rather what they were – father, mother,
brothers or sisters, other relatives, male or female friends teachers, local
activists or politicians etc.

Q103c Was the influence of these people ‘positive’, such that they encouraged you or
you tried to be like them, or was it ‘negative’, such that they discouraged you or
you tried to be unlike them?

Individual (WRITE IN) Male Female Positive Neutral Negative
1 2 1 2 3
1 2 1 2 3
1 2 1 2 3
1 2 1 2 3
1 2 1 2 3
1 2 1 2 3
1 2 1 2 3
1 2 1 2 3

Yes 1
No 2 Go to Q105a

Q104a In a like manner, can you name some personal
experiences or public events in your life that have had
an important effect on our political opinions?

Q104b
IF YES
Could you tell me what they were? RECORD VERBATIM

Yes 1
No 2 Go to Q106

Q105a Similarly, can you name specific groups or
organisations that would have had an important effect
on your political opinions?

Q105b
IF YES
Could you tell me what they were?
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ASK OF ALL. SHOW CARD BB
Q106 If you were choosing a school today for a girl child of your own who was entering

secondary education, which would be the two most important characteristics that
you would look for in a school? Please rank the characteristics, giving a "1" to the
most important, and a "2" to the second most important.

Q107 What would be the two most important characteristics if you were choosing a school
for the secondary education of a boy child?

Girl child Boy child
Training for a good job
Emphasis on academic achievement
Sound moral education
Mixed by social class
Mixed by sex
Mixed by religion
Convenient location
Caters to special needs of child
Relaxed atmosphere
Strong discipline in school

ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES

SHOW CARD CC
Q108 Some people will deliberately buy "ecological" or "green" products.  I will read out

some of these products, and for each one, please tell me which of the statements
on this card best describes what you do.

Always
purchase green

Prefer
green

Buy on
cost/ quality

Don’t know/
never buy

Organically-grown fruit and
vegetables 1 2 3 4

Environment-friendly products, e.g.
aerosols, washing powders or
detergents

1 2 3 4

Products mad out of recycled
materials 1 2 3 4

SHOW CARD DD
Q109 In a like manner, some people will do or avoid doing certain thinks for ecological

reasons. I will read out some of these things, and for each one, please tell me which
of the statements on this card best describes what you do.

Do to help
environment

Do for
health/save Not do

Does not
apply

Return bottles, tins, newspapers
etc. for recycling 1 2 3 4

Use unleaded petrol 1 2 3 4
Avoid using pesticides 1 2 3 4
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Q110 Similarly, some people will avoid buying goods that come from certain countries as
a protest.  Do you?

Yes 1
Yes, but depends on cost and quality 2
No 3

SELF-EDUCATION SECTION

Often 1
Sometimes 2
Seldom 3
Never 4

Q111 If a news story in the paper or on television or radio had
interested you, would you be likely to talk about it with
someone the next day (e.g. like your friends or family or the
people at work?)

Yes 1
No 2 Go to Q114

Q112 Have you had political discussions with anyone during
the last two weeks?

IF YES
Q113 Who were the discussions with?

Don’t give their names but rather what they were – father, mother, brothers or
sisters, other relatives, close friends, acquaintances, workmates, total strangers
etc.)

Individual (WRITE IN) Male Female
1 2
1 2
1 2
1 2
1 2
1 2
1 2
1 2

Often 1
Sometimes 2
Seldom 3

Q114 In a conversation, would you bring in politics as a topic?

Never 4

Often 1
Sometimes 2
Seldom 3

Q115 When you hold a deep conviction, are you able to persuade
your friends, companions or acquaintances to adopt this
conviction?

Never 4

SHOW CARD EE
Q116a In a conversation with your family, if someone expressed a political opinion that

you disagreed with, which would you be most likely to do?

Let it pass, and say nothing 1
Try to change the subject 2
Let them know I disagreed and be prepared to discuss it but not to argue 3
Let them know I disagreed and be prepared to argue 4
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IF THEY WOULD DISCUSS OR ARGUE
Me 1
Other person 2
It varies 3

Q116b Who would be likely to win the
discussion/argument?

Would ‘agree to disagree’ 4

SHOW CARD EE AGAIN
IF MARRIED OR WITH A PARTNER. OTHERS TO Q121

Q117 In a conversation with your spouse/partner, if he/she expressed a political opinion
that you disagreed with, which would you be most likely to do?

Let it pass, and say nothing 1
Try to change the subject 2
Let them know I disagreed and be prepared to discuss it but not to argue 3
Let them know I disagreed and be prepared to argue 4

Me 1
Other person 2
It varies 3

Q118 If you and your spouse/partner disagreed on a
political issue, whose opinion would prevail?

Would ‘agree to disagree’ 4

Very important 1
Fairly important 2
Not very important 3

Q119 How important are the political opinions of your
spouse/partner for determining what you think?

Not at all important 4

SHOW CARD GG
Q120 If your spouse/partner supported one candidate in an election and you favoured

another, which would you be most likely to do?

Not say anything and vote for the one they favour 1
Not say anything and vote for the one I favour 2
Disagree but vote for their candidate if they insist 3
Disagree and vote for the candidate I favour 4
Not vote 5

Q121 Do you agree or disagree with the following statement?
Couples who intend to marry should be in broad agreement about political matters.

Strongly agree 1
Agree 2
Neither agree nor disagree 3
Disagree 4
Strongly disagree 5
Don’t know 6

Yes 1
No 2

Q122 Would you be prepared to be interviewed at a
later date, as a follow up to this survey?
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CLASSIFICATION

Telephone number …………………….

Phone in household: Yes
No

Occupation of Head of Household:
(If proprietor manager, state number of
employees:
…………………………………………………

Age (Write in boxes): Class:
AB 1
C1 2

Sex: C2 3
Female contact 1 DE 4
Male contact 2 Home is:
Wife of male contact 3 Bought on mortgage 1

Respondent is: Owned outright 2
Male Head of Household 1 Rented – Housing Executive 3
Female Head of Household 2 Rented - private 4
Not Head of Household 3 Number in household including respondent:
Respondent is: 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9+
Married 1 Divorced 4 Number of children:
Single 2 Separated 5 Boys Girls
Widowed 3 Living with partner 6 4 or under

Age initially finished full-time education: 5-16 inclusive
12-14 1 19 5 17+
15 2 20+ 6
16 3 Not yet finished 7 Education status of respondent:
17-18 4 Circle all that apply
Incidence of ever returning to part-time/full- None 1

time education: School Certificate/CSE 2
Yes 1 O Level/GCSE/City & Guilds 3
No 2 A Level/S Level/B. Tec/Senior 4
Assignment number: ONC/OND 5

HNC/NHD 6
RSA/Other Clerical and Commercial 7
Teachers/Nursing Qualification 8

Spouse/partner present during interview? Professional Qualification (Professional Inst.) 9
Yes, whole 1 Degree 1
Yes, part 2 Other (State ……………………..) 2
No 3


