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What kids think?? ?

Think abou t what ???
Is this Kids’ Life and Times
survey anythin g to do with us?

Yes! Don’t you remember a
couple of months ago we did it
on the computer in school? We
were asked for our opinions
on lots of different things – I
thought it was really interesting.

Now I remember –
kind of! There were
questions on school
and how we learn
about what’s
happening in the
world and
social media.
Was it only our
two schools
that did it?

No silly, it’s a big
survey. Researchers
from the universities do
it every year because
they say that our
opinions matter and
that the adults who
make decisions about
the things that affect
us need to know what
WE think. They put it
online and tell all the
primary schools in
Northern Ireland about
it, but they only want
P7s to complete it.

KLT Survey 2018
Just right too!
P7s are important
people. So how many
kids took part about 500?
Nope, there were

5,30 0

– half of them were
boys and half
were girls!!

Wow that’s a lot! You seem to
know all about it, but I’m starting
to remember. Weren’t there
questions about Instagram and
other social media stuff? What
did they find out about that?
Wouldn’t you know that’s the first
thing you’d be interested in!! Well,
82% of P7s used social media, and
most popular were WhatsApp and
Snapchat and then Instagram.

Figure 1

Types of social media P7 children use
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I don’t use
social media

That’s what I said on the survey. I
bet not too many P7s use Twitter
or Facebook?

You’re right; only around 7% used
them. So, if you’re so clever can
you guess what kids said they
mostly used them for?

I would say staying in touch with
friends; am I right?

Yes, nearly 80% of kids said that,
and over half (55%) said they used
them for keeping in touch with
parents. Not many used them
for sharing news stories which is
interesting.

It is? Are you joking??

No, I think it’s interesting because
the survey asked us where we
would go to get information
that we would trust. And guess
what – it wasn’t social media,
even though adults seem to think
children believe everything they
see on there! No, by far it was our
parents, followed by teachers, TV
radio and newspapers and friends.
I wouldn’t trust some of the
things my friends say! But we do
learn about being safe online and
websites in school so maybe that
helps.
Could be - 95% of P7s who did the
survey said they learned about
staying safe online in school.

I think the other
5% must have
been asleep!!

And do you remember they asked
us about politics and whether we
thought politicians were doing a
good job?
That’s right, I bet P7s didn’t know
too much about any of that - yawn!

Wrong!! 71% said they knew a lot
or a little about politics, and, while
42% didn’t know if our politicians
were doing a good job or not, only
17% thought they were!

Figure 2
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a good job?
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‘Th ey’ re onl y
talk ing abo ut
Bre xit. ’

‘They are constantly
arguing about Brexit.’

And they even asked
us about Brexit, and
what we thought
about leaving the
European Union
didn’t they? Or do
I just think that
because it’s always
on the TV??
No, you’re right.
Guess what - 40% of
P7s didn’t have an
opinion about leaving
the European Union or
not, but 47% thought
we should stay! You
are right though –
some kids were a
bit fed up with
politicians going on
and on about Brexit.
Here are some of the
things they said:

‘All they do is whine
about Brexit, Brexit
and more Brexit.’

‘Because they are
fighting about
Brexit and its
boring and it’s
all they ever talk
about now and
they are not really
doing anything
about it.’

Figure 3
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When I answered the Brexit
question I said I didn’t know if we
should stay or leave the European
Union, but at least the survey
asked for our opinions. Adults
should do that more often!!
I agree, and funny you should
say that, nearly two thirds P7s
thought that the voting age
should be lower than 18 years
of age – wouldn’t that be a
great way for younger people’s
opinions to be heard?

You’re going to be impressed I’ve
just remembered something else!
¿Eres feliz en la escuela?

I don’t know what you’re
on about!

At last, I know something you
don’t! The survey asked us if we
were happy in school and I have
just asked you that in Spanish
because I learn it in school!!

We don’t learn languages in my school, but around half of P7s (46%)
said they did in their school. Just like you, most children said they
learned Spanish but some learned Chinese or Japanese – how cool is
that? Maybe that will be me in Year 8. I’m really looking forward to
learning a language - just like 83% of the P7s in the survey.

Table 1

Which language(s) do you learn
at school?
Language learned in school@

%

Spanish@42
Irish@34
French@29
German@3
Other language@
18

So what about my Spanish
question, can you remember
what you said in the survey
about being happy in school?

I said I was mostly happy at
my school, just like 73% of
children in the survey. 20%
of kids couldn’t decide if they
were happy or not and 6% said
they had been mostly unhappy.
It seemed that girls were a bit
happier than boys though the
survey didn’t ask why – maybe
the researchers can ask the
P7s that next year!

Figure 4

Whether children were mostly happy or unhappy at school
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Wow, this survey really does give
us lots of information doesn’t it?
Do you think many P7s had done
surveys before? I know I hadn’t.

You’ve forgotten that was on the
survey too! They called it taking
part in research and they told us
there were lots of different ways
you could do it - not just surveys
but interviews and even drawing
or taking photographs – so we can
be researchers too!!

Boys
Girls (%)

90

Hah, creating trouble is more
like it! Just over half of kids had
taken part in research before
this survey and only 4% said they
hadn’t enjoyed it. 85% of the
P7s taking part in Kids’ Life and
Times thought it was important
that children had a chance to give
their opinions when the research
was about their lives although
13% said they didn’t know.

I like the idea of
drawing as I am
very creative!!

Figure 5

Whether important for research to ask
children’s opinions
50

45%

40

33%

30
20

13%
7%

10
0

Very
important

Important

A bit
important

2%
Not
important
at all

I don’t
know

kn ow , bu t
I pr ob ab ly sa id I did n’t
I’v e ch an ge d
u
aft er ch att ing wi th yo
it’s rea lly ,
nk
my mi nd an d no w I thi
we sh ou ld
t,
rea lly im po rta nt. In fac
ers in the
rch
ea
ma yb e em ail the res
we wa nt
m
the
un ive rsi tie s an d tel l
?
to be res ea rch ers too

re
ca n m a k e su
T ha t w a y w e
g
in
k
a
m
d ul ts a re
th a t w he n a
t
a
th
s
g
ou t th in
d ec is io ns a b
n’ s liv es th ey
re
a ff ec t ch ild
ild re n th in k .
k no w w ha t ch

T h a t ’s a
g r e a t id e a .

KLT Survey 2018

Kids’ Life and Times is an annual online survey of P7 children in Northern
Ireland carried out in school. In 2018, 5,300 children participated.
The Kids’ Life and Times survey is a joint initiative between Queen’s University Belfast
and Ulster University and aims to provide an independent source of information on
what children think about the social issues of the day. Check the website for more
information on the survey findings (www.ark.ac.uk/klt) or call the Kids’ Life and Times
team on 028 9097 5962 with any queries.
The 2018 Kids’ Life and Times survey was funded by the Department of Education;
the UNESCO Centre, Ulster University; Ian Collen, Queen’s University Belfast.
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Kids’ Life and Times is part of ARK, a resource providing access to social and political
material on Northern Ireland. Established in 2000 within Ulster University and
Queen’s University Belfast, ARK has developed a range of resource materials that inform
social and political debate in the region and raise the profile of social science research
on Northern Ireland. ARK’s mission is to make social science knowledge on Northern
Ireland easily accessible to the widest possible audience.
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