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• At CESI we have 130+ academics working together with 
professionals and communities
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Communities



What Works Research Methods

• Research Synthesis

• Exploratory Research

• Evidence Based Programme Design

• Programme Implementation

• Programme Evaluation

• Participatory Research



Research Synthesis

• Systematic Reviews/Meta-analysis

• Feed into all what works research methods

• What works for educational attainment?

• Education Endowment Foundation
– Improving Attainment in High FSM Schools

– Design & Evaluation Studies

– Teaching and Learning Toolkit

– https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/

https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/


EEF  - Teaching and Learning Toolkit



EEF – Teaching and Learning Toolkit



Exploratory Research

• Outcomes focused

• Big Data

• Looking for Patterns
• Risks

• Predictors

• Hypotheses



Evidence Based Programme Design

• Participation and Partnership
– Researchers, Teachers, Communities etc. 
– Knowledge Mobilisation/Knowledge translation

• Evidence
– Systematic Reviews
– Practice wisdom

• Logic Modelling
– Outcomes, Activities and Theory

• Feasibility
• Optimisation



Evidence Based Programme Implementation

• Logic Modelling

– Outcomes, Activities and Theory

• Implementation Strategy (Macro)

• Implementation Factors (Context)

– Engagement

– Dosage

– Fidelity

– Disadvantage



Evidence Based Programme Evaluation

• Exploring effectiveness on outcomes (trials)

• Making good decisions

• Financial considerations

• Going to scale

• Primary studies

– Feed back into SRs



Programme Evaluation

Transforming Education

What Evidence? What Works for SchoolsEvaluation Research – Effectiveness Trials



Participatory approaches

• There is a need for joined up thinking, solutions and 
partnership working

Schools

FamiliesCommunity



• Teaching school alliance

• Innovation Zones

• Holistic Model & Partnership Working

• Tackling Disadvantage/Reaching Potential

• Outcomes Focused
• Pathfinder Conversations - Framework & PEI Supports

• Music Education Programme (partnership with UO)

Partnership Working



Thank You!

CESI Website https://www.qub.ac.uk/research-centres/cesi/

CESI Twitter twitter.com/CESI_QUB

My Email l.ohare@qub.ac.uk

My Twitter twitter.com/lohare

Research articles https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Liam_Ohare

Connolly, P., Biggart, A.,  Miller, S., O'Hare, L. and Thurston A., (2017) Using 
Randomised Controlled Trials in Education. SAGE
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